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This year marks 103 years of committed and honorable service of the U.S. Navy Dental Corps. On behalf 
of Navy Medicine, I would like to express my gratitude to the Dental Corps for ensuring dental readiness 
and optimizing dental health of our Sailors, Marines, and families. 
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The Navy Dental Corps is committed to serving our service members and their 
families. 

Established in 1912, the history of the Dental Corps dates back to before World War I, when the Corps, 
then comprised of 30 dental surgeon assistants, first deployed with the Marines. 

Since World War I, the Dental Corps has been a part of every wartime effort and has grown significantly 
in strength and numbers. Their addition to Navy Medicine allowed the Navy to recruit new Sailors and 
Marines who would have otherwise been rejected due to dental treatment needs. 
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The U.S. Navy Dental Corps was established under President Taft enabling the Navy 
to recruit more Sailors and Marines who would have been rejected previously due to C/9 



dental treatment needs. 



Number of wartime engagements 
the Dental Corps has been involved 
in since World War I. 



Number of Dental Corps members 
during World War II, tne highest 
recorded number in it’s history. 



1,300 



Comprehensive Dentistry 
Dental and BioMedical Research 
Dental Public Health 
Endodontics 
Forensic Odontology 
Maxillofacial Prostnetics 
Operative Dentistry 
■T -fOral and Maxillofacial Pathology 
Oral Medicine and Radiology 
Orofacial Pain 
Orthodontics 
Pediatric Dentistry 
Periodontics 



The number of active duty and reserve Dental Corps members as of 201 5. 



Areas the Dental Corps can be found serving: at MTFs, clinics, and 
hospitals with Navy and Marine Corps squadrons battalions and 
Seabee detachments, combat operations disaster relief efforts 
and humanitarian missions 




Today, the Dental Corps continues to ensure high operational readiness for our Sailors, Marines, and 
their families. They serve Sailors and Marines on the battlefield and aboard ships, performing medical 
duties beyond the scope of a typical dental practice. Through the Navy’s annual humanitarian missions, 
such as Continuing Promise and Pacific Partnership, as well as deployed mobile units used in fleet 
support areas and on the battlefield, they are truly capable of providing world-class dental care, anytime, 

anywhere. 

Their dedication to the readiness and health of our Sailors, Marines, and families, as well as those in need 
around the globe, has deemed the Dental Corps an essential part of our force readiness, and has earned 
them a prominent spot in the history of the United States Navy. 
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The U.S. Navy Dental Corps is ready to serve Sailors and Marines, anytime, 
anywhere. 

To the more than 1,300 active duty and reserve members of the Navy Dental Corps, I commend you for 
103 years of dedicated service and sacrifice. Happy Birthday Dental Corps! 

VADM Matthew L. Nathan 
Surgeon General of the Navy 



<— Next post Previous post — > 

mfelipe tagged this post with: Dental. Dental Corps Birthday , dentist . Navy . Navy Dental Corps . Surgeon 
General . U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery . US Navy . US Navy Surgeon General Read 1 
articles by mfelipe 



http://navymedicine.navylive.dodlive.mil/archives/9390 



4/7 




